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In late 1987 the Pentagon announced a new road- building exercise in northern Honduras known
as "Fuertes Caminos `88 Honduras." The exercise will take place over an eight-month period, and
is to involve 15,500 US active-duty land reserve soldiers from engineering units. In November,
references to a February 1987 Army Audit report appeared in the Washington Post (11/09/87) and
US News and World Report (11/16/87). The report criticized the military's failure to monitor the
use of weapons, fuel, repair parts, clothing, medicine and ammunition during the 1986 exercises.
In particular, the audit focused on the $38.3 million road-building exercise, Blazing Trails 86, which
involved 10,000 army reservists and National Guard members in Honduras and Panama. The report
said the Pentagon's weak controls left an undetermined quantity of arms and ammunition in Central
America "susceptible to diversion and unauthorized use." The National Guard declared substantial
amounts of equipment and weapons "surplus" once training exercises in Honduras were ended.
The equipment was reportedly turned over to Honduran military authorities, who took some for
themselves and then gave the rest to the contras. As reported in Mesoamerica (12/87), House Armed
Services Committee member Barbara Boxer has asked the Pentagon's Inspector General for a
new study to determine whether the US army was guilty of "gross mismanagement" or whether
they purposely maintained lax controls "in order to provide unauthorized funding to the host
countries (Panama and Honduras) and to indirectly aid the contras by leaving behind ammunition,
clothing, fuel and other material." (Summarized by Central America Resource Center, Minneapolis,
Minnesota)
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